
Skid Car UK provides a means of acquiring
potentially life-saving skills in skid prevention,
using safe, proficient and environmentally
friendly systems. If you are interested in improving
your driver safety awareness, then an informative,
hands-on session is sure to be a real revelation.

SKID CAR’s Jim Hawkins and his professional team
of instructors boast years of experience gained in
the toughest operational environments. They
currently provide training and consultancy for
around 75 per cent of the UK's police forces as
well as for British Armed Forces in the UK,
Germany, Bosnia and Canada. Recent assignments
have included a contract to train members of
South Korea's presidential protection team and
officials at the new Bahrain International Circuit. 

Your SKID CAR session is guaranteed to be
enjoyable and informative with the aid of a
computer, your instructor can raise or lower the
SKID CAR frame, thereby altering the amount of
contact your vehicle's tyres have with the ground.
This accurately simulates any type of adverse road
condition, from a rain-soaked road to black ice.

Visit the SKID CAR UK website today to book a
session for yourself and why not treat a friend
or family member to a session.  SKID CAR
locations (with a discount for GEM members
and friends and family) can be found highlighted
in yellow at:  www.skidcar.co.uk/where

Skid Car UK 

Years of experience

Try Skid Car for yourself

Book your session now
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Skidding occurs when one or more of the tyres
on your vehicle loses traction on the road
surface.  When this happens, you could lose
the ability to control direction and therefore
have no control over where you go … or what
you hit! A skid usually occurs when changing
speed or direction - or both. It is a frightening
experience if you are not prepared for it.
Skidding will not just happen; it is a
progression of factors controlled by the driver.
Skidding occurs more frequently in adverse
road conditions when stopping distances are
greater. You will probably not regain control
of a skidding vehicle if you do nothing to
correct the skid.

Generally the main cause of skidding is
excessive speed for the circumstances,
associated with three other factors.
These are:

Acceleration (leading to speed)
Sudden Braking
Coarse Steering

Use your skill as a driver to maintain good
observation of the road ahead. This will help
you to see many hazards in plenty of time,
so that you can hopefully avoid the need for
harsh reactions. Keep an eye on the road
conditions. In poor conditions reduce your
speed. Pay particular attention on roads that
are wet, icy, snowy or covered in leaves. It’s also
easy to lose grip on loose gravel, or on slippery
road surfaces where there has been a spillage.

Make weekly maintenance checks to help prevent skidding

Ensure the brakes are working properly and evenly

Pay particular attention to the tread depth on your tyres
(1.6mm is the legal minimum for a car)

Correct tyre pressure is essential for best grip on all road surfaces

Check your steering, too, as a defect here may prevent you from recognising the ‘lightness
of feel’ that is normally associated with skidding

Skidding: the facts 

What leads to a skid? 

How can I avoid a skid?
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Complete the details on this card and return it to us. 

Please send me details of GEM membership.

Name:

Address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email: 

Breakdown Cover
If you’re looking for a low-cost breakdown policy, then GEM could be just the
organisation for you. Your policy covers you in any vehicle, including motorcycles
and when towing caravans (see Terms and Conditions for full details).
No wonder GEM offers the best value for breakdown cover.

With breakdown cover from GEM Motoring Assist, help is only a phone call away.
Our 24 hour rescue Control Centre will quickly arrange assistance from one of our
nationwide network of more than 1,200 breakdown specialists. Average callout time
is just 40 minutes and there are three levels of cover to choose from.

Join today! Call 0845 3700 940 or visit www.motoringassist.com

What vehicle checks can help? 

“We are happy to endorse the information provided in this leaflet. However, theory is no substitute for
practical experience. We use SKID CAR to demonstrate the correct techniques to all our officers. 
The time they spend experiencing adverse driving conditions in a safe environment plays a big
part  in reducing the chances of losing control on the public road. I believe every driver, however
experienced, would benefit from some form of training in adverse driving conditions.”

Sgt Graham Davies, Kent Police Driving School

Watch dynamic video footage of SKID CAR performing various skid correction techniques

by visiting www.motoringassist.com/skidcar
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�

�

If you’d like to find out more about the benefits of
GEM membership,  you can visit our website
www.motoringassist.com or call us on 0845 3700 940

It’s important to make weekly maintenance checks to help prevent skidding.

About GEM Motoring Assist 
GEM Motoring Assist is a road safety organisation established in 1932. Our principal
aims are to improve safety for all road users through the sponsorship of accident
prevention measures throughout the UK and to provide motoring and safety 
information to our members
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